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What WeWhat We’’ll Talk Aboutll Talk About

FSCS DataFSCS Data
–– FederalFederal--State Cooperative System for public State Cooperative System for public 

library data collectionlibrary data collection
–– Data collection and checkingData collection and checking

Public library data (Administrative Entity files)Public library data (Administrative Entity files)
Outlet data (central libraries, branches and Outlet data (central libraries, branches and 
bookmobiles)bookmobiles)

–– What happens after submission by statesWhat happens after submission by states
–– Final ProductsFinal Products



Location of Public Libraries in the US

9,212 US Public Libraries9,212 US Public Libraries

Total public libraries and outlets =16,542



FSCS is the Public Library National FSCS is the Public Library National 
Data Collection InstrumentData Collection Instrument

FSCS is based on standard definitions.FSCS is based on standard definitions.
FSCS assures data is submitted in a standard FSCS assures data is submitted in a standard 
format.format.
FSCS was built though the joint efforts of NCES, FSCS was built though the joint efforts of NCES, 
NCLIS, and the states, to seek agreement on NCLIS, and the states, to seek agreement on 
which national public library data should be which national public library data should be 
reported and how it should be collected.reported and how it should be collected.
The FSCS UserThe FSCS User’’s Guide is the record of agreed s Guide is the record of agreed 
rules of collection and submission.rules of collection and submission.



FSCS Data FilesFSCS Data Files
Administrative Entity Administrative Entity 
(public library) File (public library) File 
–– Essentially annual report Essentially annual report 

records for each US public records for each US public 
librarylibrary

–– Records contain library Records contain library 
address, general address, general 
information, and annual information, and annual 
data on library activitiesdata on library activities

–– Library records combine Library records combine 
data for all library outlets data for all library outlets 
(all branches and (all branches and 
bookmobiles)bookmobiles)

Outlet (central, branch Outlet (central, branch 
and bookmobile) Fileand bookmobile) File
–– Essentially an address file Essentially an address file 

for each main public library for each main public library 
and each branch and and each branch and 
bookmobilebookmobile

–– Contains some other Contains some other 
information (e.g., square information (e.g., square 
footage)footage)

–– Only needs to be updated Only needs to be updated 
for changes from previous for changes from previous 
yearyear

State Characteristics FileState Characteristics File





Administrative Entity (Library) Administrative Entity (Library) 
RecordsRecords

Identifying & General Identifying & General 
informationinformation

–– library name and address library name and address 
–– Web addressWeb address
–– population of legal service areapopulation of legal service area
–– number of central libraries, number of central libraries, 

branches, bookmobiles, and branches, bookmobiles, and 
booksbooks--byby--mail only outletsmail only outlets

–– type of interlibrary relationship, type of interlibrary relationship, 
geographic boundary, and type of geographic boundary, and type of 
administrative structureadministrative structure

–– state and federal IDsstate and federal IDs
Operating Information:Operating Information:

–– staffing staffing 
–– size of parts of the collection and size of parts of the collection and 

electronic resources electronic resources 
–– operating revenue and operating revenue and 

expenditures expenditures 
–– capital revenue and expenditurescapital revenue and expenditures

Service MeasuresService Measures
–– reference transactions reference transactions 
–– public service hours per year public service hours per year 
–– interlibrary loans interlibrary loans 
–– total circulation total circulation 
–– circulation of children's materials circulation of children's materials 
–– library visits library visits 
–– children's program attendance children's program attendance 
–– number of children's programs number of children's programs 
–– total number of library programs total number of library programs 
–– total attendance at library total attendance at library 

programsprograms
–– number of users of electronic number of users of electronic 

resources per year resources per year 









Outlet RecordOutlet Record

Parent public libraryParent public library
Outlet name, street address, county, and Outlet name, street address, county, and 
telephone numbertelephone number
Federal and state identifying codesFederal and state identifying codes
Type of outlet (central or main, bookmobile, Type of outlet (central or main, bookmobile, 
branch, Bbranch, B--BB--M only)M only)
Location relative to a metropolitan area Location relative to a metropolitan area 
Square footage (branch and main libraries only) Square footage (branch and main libraries only) 
Number of bookmobilesNumber of bookmobiles





Getting Data Into the FSCS SystemGetting Data Into the FSCS System

Data can be entered directly into the software Data can be entered directly into the software 
viewing screens.viewing screens.
–– This is done most often to correct or edit data.This is done most often to correct or edit data.

Data can be imported.Data can be imported.
–– This method lessens reThis method lessens re--keying errors.keying errors.
–– All data is imported at the same time.All data is imported at the same time.
–– There are no empty data fields.There are no empty data fields.

Must follow exact instructions for importing.Must follow exact instructions for importing.
–– Can import Administrative Entities and Outlets data, Can import Administrative Entities and Outlets data, 

but you must do so but you must do so separately.separately.





Data Edit ChecksData Edit Checks

Edit checking occurs after data entry and Edit checking occurs after data entry and 
record matching routinerecord matching routine..
There are two types of data edit checks.There are two types of data edit checks.
–– CurrentCurrent--year checks.year checks.
–– Historical checks (based on comparisons of Historical checks (based on comparisons of 

currentcurrent--year with prioryear with prior--year data).year data).
State data coordinators must respond to State data coordinators must respond to 
any exceptions to the edit rules and file an any exceptions to the edit rules and file an 
edit report with the data submission.edit report with the data submission.



After Submission of DataAfter Submission of Data

State submission and NCES file State submission and NCES file 
acceptance is final.acceptance is final.
–– Changes can be made a short time after Changes can be made a short time after 

submission, but when file is closed no submission, but when file is closed no 
changes are possible.changes are possible.

Public library information from all the Public library information from all the 
states is merged for that yearstates is merged for that year’’s data file.s data file.
For some purposes, missing data is For some purposes, missing data is 
imputed.imputed.



Imputed DataImputed Data

Missing data (Missing data (--1) is imputed for state total and 1) is imputed for state total and 
state rankings purposes.state rankings purposes.
Imputed data is included in the national Imputed data is included in the national 
database.database.
–– Imputed data is noted on the libraryImputed data is noted on the library’’s FSCS record.s FSCS record.
–– Imputed data is not displayed on the public library Imputed data is not displayed on the public library 

peer comparison tool.peer comparison tool.

Rules for imputation differ according to the data. Rules for imputation differ according to the data. 
(See Public Library E.D. TABS, technical notes.)(See Public Library E.D. TABS, technical notes.)



Final ProductsFinal Products
Public Libraries in the United States:  Fiscal Public Libraries in the United States:  Fiscal 
Year 200X  E.D. TABS (NCES Publication)Year 200X  E.D. TABS (NCES Publication)
–– Includes tables for each data element collected.Includes tables for each data element collected.
–– Includes state per capita rankings for selected data Includes state per capita rankings for selected data 

elements. (See Appendix A.)elements. (See Appendix A.)
““Compare Public LibrariesCompare Public Libraries”” Web site.Web site.
““Search for Public LibrariesSearch for Public Libraries”” Web site.Web site.
The Public Library Data file is posted to the The Public Library Data file is posted to the 
Web.Web.
–– Both publicBoth public--use and restricteduse and restricted--use files are posted.use files are posted.

http://www.nclis.gov/statsurv/NCES/index.htmlhttp://www.nclis.gov/statsurv/NCES/index.html



Some CautionsSome Cautions

FSCS data is not as current as state dataFSCS data is not as current as state data
FSCS data definitionsFSCS data definitions
–– ““MLS LibrarianMLS Librarian”” is defined, but is defined, but ““LibrarianLibrarian”” defined by defined by 

states individually.states individually.
–– Operating Revenue and Expenditures do not include Operating Revenue and Expenditures do not include 

Capital Revenue and Expenditures.Capital Revenue and Expenditures.
–– ““Number of Users of Electronic Resources Per YearNumber of Users of Electronic Resources Per Year””

definition is being revised.definition is being revised.

FSCS data does not include regional FSCS data does not include regional 
cooperative activities.cooperative activities.



Why FSCS?Why FSCS?
To collect accurate US library data, we need data that isTo collect accurate US library data, we need data that is
–– ValidValid
–– ReliableReliable
–– TimelyTimely

““ValidValid”” means wemeans we’’re measuring what we all agree to re measuring what we all agree to 
measure (FSCS definitions).measure (FSCS definitions).
““ReliableReliable”” means measurement methods are consistent. means measurement methods are consistent. 
(Edit checks confirm consistency.)(Edit checks confirm consistency.)
““TimelyTimely”” means within timelines and by due date.means within timelines and by due date.
FSCS data collection is built on these principlesFSCS data collection is built on these principles
FSCS is the FSCS is the onlyonly source of comprehensive national source of comprehensive national 
public library data.public library data.
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